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PHOTOS TAKEN DURING THE EVENT

Mr Lakshmi Narasihman Introducing Mr Akhilesh Ashok, Alumnus.
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Dr P. V. Saravanan felicitating Mr Akhilesh Ashok, MD, House of Sause.
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Mr Vijoy Kapoor Mr Akhillesh Ashok

Founder & MD, Derby Mens Wear J MD, House of Sause

Mr Akhilesh Ashok addressing the students on Start-Ups.

Mr Akhilesh Ashok interacting with Students on their Startup Ideas.
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Prof. S. Charles Jail Singh Felicitating Mr Vijay Kapoor, Alumnus.
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Prof. S. Charles Jail Singh Felicitating Mr Vijay Kapoor, Alumnus.

Mr Vijay Kapoor, Alumnus, Founder & MD, Derby Menswear.
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Mr Vijay Kapoor Interacting with Students during Q n A Session.

Mr Vijay Kapoor Interacting with Students during Q n A Session.
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REPORT OF THE LECTURE ON

ENTREPRENEURSHIP, INNOVATION & STARTUPs
22nd December, 2022 5:00 p.m

About the Event:

Innovation is the mother of all developments. When we as a society want to move forward,
we innovate. Innovation can start with a simple thing such as how we clean our house and
can go on until developing more efficient aircraft engines and developments in Agriculture
while on the other side developing a re efficient space exploration. It is important for
students studying business to learn how to better innovate what they are doing in their
existing ideas. In the need to nurture this, the Department of Commerce (Shift-II), Loyola
College organized a lecture on Entrepreneurship, Innovation and start-up management in
collaboration with the Loyola Institutions Innovation Council (LIIC). The guests for the
lecture were Mr. Vijay Kapoor, Founder of Derby Menswear & Mr. Akhilesh Ashok, Founder,
House of Sause, both pioneers in the fashion industry and alumni the Department of

Commerce (Shift - II).

The Guest of Honour, Mr. Akhilesh Ashok is the founder of the brand “House of Sause”.
Mr. Ashok completed his B. Com degree from Loyola College in the year 2018. In the history
of Loyola College, Mr. Ashok is the first person to win more than a hundred cultural
competitions that ranged from debates, to shark tanks and others. Mr. Ashok also served as
the Joint Finance Secretary of the Commerce Forum. He also played for the Loyola Cricket
team and was the secretary of the Holy Cross Student Council. Mr. Ashok is also now pursuing
his chartered accountancy course. His brand House of Sause sells luxury streetwear which

was launched in Milan on 31st August 2022.
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Mr. Ashok, began his address by saying that he had the idea to start the brand post the
pandemic with the motivation to start a streetwear brand that sold luxury clothing which is
indigenous to India. He stated that when starting such a venture, it was important to come
out of the comfort zone, due to the uncertain nature of such a business due to its novelty. The
Guest of honor stated that fashion brands must have sustainability as the notion, which was
due to the nature of the garment industry. The second idea to develop such a fashion brand
was the need to create hype. Hype in such an industry can be used by using influencers and
due to the advent of social media, sportspersons, actors and others help the brand to increase
the hype around their products. In the case of Mr. Akhilesh’s brand used cricketer M.S. Dhoni
and Music director G.V Prakash to wear their products and create the necessary hype.
Another way the brand created hype was by launching the brand in Milan, which helped
create hype where people had the tendency to perceive the brand as a western brand.

Another one that can help such a brand is the motto of why such a brand is formed.

The motto of House of Sause was to make people wear experimental clothing while having
the confidence to wear it. The speaker also spoke about the importance of networking. The
speaker mentioned that his production dealer, his marketing team & many others associated
with his brand were his fellow Loyolites and fellow students. He also explained about capital
through startup funding and boot camps, while also using word of mouth to build strong
relations with customers and stakeholders in general. The speaker ended their address by
explaining the fact that failure can be expected with starting off such a brand and we must

embrace it, while also asking students their entrepreneurial ideas.

The Chief Guest Mr. Vijay Kapoor founded Derby Men’s Fashion. He launched his fashion
label Derby Men’s Fashion at the age of 23, with only a small room. He is an alumnus of
St. Bedes Anglo Indian Senior Secondary School and graduated with a degree in Commerce

from Loyola College. Mr. Vijay also aced the seed transformation programme by Stanford
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University, a prominent test for entrepreneurship and innovation. He created Derby Men’s
Fashion with the idea to put India on the international fashion map. He has been awarded
many prestigious accolades, including the “Top Retail Minds of India”. Mr. Vijay, took forth
the inspiring goal of creating a thousand first-generation entrepreneurs by the date of 31st
March 2025. He has also trekked the Himalayas and also divided the seas, in pursuit of

exploring exotic corals.

The Chief Guest began their speech by explaining the need for love. Love in anything will help
in fostering a good nature & he explained that this will also be very helpful for entrepreneurs
to be able to drive their business. With love only came sustainable fashion as the garment
industry was the second most polluting industry globally. The speaker then explained that
entrepreneurs take capital from a lower area of productivity and take it to a higher area of
productivity. The main goal of entrepreneurship is problem-solving. The speaker drew
parallels between parenting to entrepreneurship, as one’s firm or product can be regarded
as one’s child. He explained that entrepreneurship while providing freedom, it does also take

up all your time and one must be ready for that.

The speaker laid heavy emphasis on communication skills as this can help with networking
and creating a strong relationship for the business. The speaker explained that life was a
result of one’s choice and only their choice and a person must own these choices. This gives
the thought that entrepreneurship is more about the person and how they take it forward
rather than the idea. The Chief Guest explained that he had lost majorly in his business when
he took it on a large scale across India. For his business to come back, they went back to the
grassroots and brought it back. Mr. Vijay explained that it is very important for any
entrepreneur to understand the grassroots and stick to it. As a final thought, the speaker

explained that an entrepreneur always needed to be humble, while also laying emphasis on
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the idea of love again. The speaker ended their discussion with a question-and-answer

session with the students.

Key Takeaways:

The invited lecture brought in the following key takeaways:

Students learned about what it takes to start a business;

The hurdles that are to be faced, which can only be solved by innovative thinking.
Problem-solving through innovative thinking also includes the sourcing of capital as
well as the need to have a good network.

Finally, students understood the values & commitment that they must put forth while

starting their entrepreneurial journey.

Report Prepared by Mr Visharath (21-UCO0-315)

Prof. F. Antony Pradeep Dr S. Prasanna Kumar

Organiser. Coordinator.
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(Ministry of Education Initiative)

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE (SHIFT - II)
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LOYOLA INSTITUTIONS INNOVATION COUNCIL (LIIC)
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(Ministry of Education Initiative)

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE (SHIFT - II)
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LOYOLA INSTITUTIONS INNOVATION COUNCIL (LIIC)
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Workshep on Entreprencurship, lnnovation and Start-ups- Student List

SLNo.  [Register No

11-UCO-450
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