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-Hiszt'(')ry of the College

H‘L)ll the 1Cth March 1924, the
Iving between the Nungambakan

frelds
Tank
lne witnessed a crowdd
sthe like of which they had probably never
beheld since the dav of creation,

and the raitlway

They had for ages bean lving imdisturb-

s, save by a few rvots culuivating the
piuts of land alemg  the  foreshore
of | e, tank, or a few hricklayers
[lvmg_, tbcn' trade aleng  the  railway
llnc lv),m'“” a  few vesidents  of the
nelg,llbourh( ad s on a morning  ride,
For ages, waters had come and  gone

o€l them, each successive Hecd deposit-
g as it went, en the underlyving bed of
sand, Jayer aiter laver of clay, which
accumulated Gl thoy reached a depth
(() 6t 10 {i destined e
_":l-:()!' hutlders
laying  foundasions
expensive task.

mak:
the  work  of
dithicnlt

future

and

The site, though apparen‘ly
and'wnattractive,  was  not withen
beauty:: when matore  veucheafed
teuch it with her nagic
Tor mstance

desclate

wairh S,
irem the east, at sunset, o
a ;\(:\’tn-l)ér:e\'ening. with the tank fill=]
to  the cop el
submerging
tered in the

dark cloudse.

the ¢mbankment
the adjoining ficlds, it
fading lighi:
fringed wi‘h
gold hanging cver the

andl
ulit
while heavy
crimson - and
western horizon,

They

weore mirrored i the still waters: and 1o

Ly . . -
e south arcse a contfused mass in which

the eve could scarcely distinguish the

sembre folinge i palm and casurrina

tre.s 1rem thair hmage in the lake, the
lengihening shadews of appreaching might
Blurring celeurs and forms, Viewed on
enich ceeasicng, amid the sclemn stillness
the sight

lover of

of the dving day, was one which
appaaled teoev nature, and
many were the visitors who loved to haunt
this forlorn et and spend a few quiet
e ments in silent eoentemplation before if.

2y

But one day in 1918 twe, men appeared

on the spot, not attracted by 1< charme

but hent on semething  more  prosaic

were a leng white gown with o

the fields and
ld
college. s

red sash. They surveved

they  cencluded  they  we make ¢

splendid site for a mucl

land cculd he got as could be wished for
fine
wherc the hrecze had full play,

and  prebably  cheap, a cpen  place
away fron
the Lustle and dangers i the city, ye
within casy reach ol it, near the railway
line, midway between two stations scarcel:
cne nitle apart, with numberless kilns al
veund and an abundant supply of hrick
assured.  What more could be desired

It was an ideal site!



10th MARCH 1924.

FATHER BERTRAM READING THE ADDRESS AND GIVING
THE HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE
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LiWecht once deciled t¢ parchase more
{ind it the 1mmediate neighbourhood of
Nahbly's Gardens. Some were still averse
ta ‘hdving and hevond the tank. for, at
that time. that land was ouside the Cor-
poration beundary {which then roughly
iollowed the tank hund) and they feared
Strwenldibe difficult to ger clectricity and
seaterill We tried 1o buv the fields south
wofroiSQ%rling  Road,  but  we
purchasers' already  cperating in  those
parss; and « ur coming in would only create
éompetition and result i
prices. Thus it was that, finally, we were

foumld

forcing  up

“driven bhack te cur first choice—the lands
hetween 'the tank and the railway, m the
Pulivur -Shrottiam. Negotiatiens were
ence; set «on - foot. and. to make a long
story -shory, within six moenths we had
weguived ' abcut 50 acres  from various
dandowners; at a cost of shehtly under
Rs,\n«;).,(IOO '

\trrlmg Road at the time was almuost
deserted. There were only five hunga-
lows andt—-Marble Hall at the castern end.
with. Wheatcroft opposite. then Pk Bank
‘svest - ofy. Marble - Hall.. and® Nahob's
Lardens right awayv at the west end. and
Sterling - House nearly  opposite. blow
ehanged since that time ¢ Sterling Road !
W i) [ o
rlﬁ; TS IRl

aw ‘hat \\t h ul Llu l.m(l there remaii
& Cnty to Duild the College. Only that!
But in order te build, vou want money.
Nf)\\ \\fl\ tlu_mm to deave om the faln-
ot Hoarad ~:m s be hidden somewhere
m Jesui hmhu. We Tocked for them

P”L never  found . them. Or rather we
nt\q I( ulxul l«x them, hecause \\('.\LI\
“t‘ril'L 1w lhg? c\1~lu1 only in the imagi-
"«Mn Of urtdm fanciiul people. Or, o

he' Jue
¢ thore ("Hu‘l <l they exist, hut i the

treasury of Providence, and this treasury
is ne ether then the pockets of charitable
persens. The trouble is e get them ot
e this hiding place.

decided " 10 <end somebody
\merica to gather

It was
to Europe and to
fende, and, accordinglv, on 27th Feb-
ruary 10921, Fr. Bertram took  the
pitering staff and started Tor the West, on
what he knew to be a very hard and dehi-
cate mission, the result of which, m view
«{ the economic conditions «  the world,
appeared very prehlematics He took with
him the plans and estimates of the pro-
pescd College, Tor dhe plans and estimates

already made —substantially

were  then
what vour eves now hehold as existing
vealitics, although the full scheme  has
net Vet been eartied out,

The pilgrim, a  vegular Rip " Vin
Winkle, retarning home after 3
spentin

2 “vear

I o
e 'had
difficuliies of ln~

India. scon  found

not overriated  the

task.  Fverywhere  moniey  was - sc arce
and  the  exchange  low In [ngland

there  broke  out the
strike of June 1921, which at the tim
seemed almost to threaten the very exist

terrible  coa

ence of the nation. - There was sympathy
encmeh, but not strong enough 1o fne
tangible expression in terms of £, 5. d
A friond in Lendon wld the plgrim tha
people whe in normal tmesowonld hav
readily given hime £100 eculd’ nét . thet
afford tooeive him £100 And then rwhi
India
People wenld stilt give Something in

takes interest wan a college i
of a hospital, of a church, hut a colleg
was considered a luxury which no on

el L‘fl”c(] on 1o contribute to



Yet cpinion was not unanimous on
that point. In the eyes of some the place
was too far from the city, too far from
the centre of business, of intellectual and
social life, too far fropatherﬁjodes ol
prospective stud@%t%?}i‘iﬁ% ‘}giééﬁ e ég@ﬁ
Mylapore, frem  Vepery, from Gecrge-

town, ete. Their view prevailed, and one

in the way. eft. But Mr. (Couchman
grew more emphatic still—*“Oh, yes!
yeu will succeed! when ycu put your
hand to a thing you always succeed !
You can dc any;thigg??% “Perhaps”. said
i visipt] Sy dludg to the fabulous
wealth with which imagination credits
the Jesuits, e.g., the silver mines of

of the men in white cassock alluded 165~ ~—Pdtosi and similar tales!”"—“Ng¢, I don’t

hefore was asked to look for a better site
within town.

PO RGNS and for many mionths
Be eolild e seen wheeltng his weary
avay-along - the - streets of  Madras.
Fhe-muinbet of miles he covered and the
sdnieunt of. dust-he swallowed are incalcul-
qablel,, It was. soen;. known that, hie .was
logking for: . site,;and he got number-

less offers of lands and houses. . It-may '

Jre said that there is scarcely a xsi‘rigle coms-
pound in the whole of Madras measuring
13 acres, which did ne* come und:r his
cve. The peaceful citizens of Madras
never knew the danger they were in
from that man, else they would have been
‘horrified,: - But, peace to:them . His was
net an “evil evet o v

His choige fell on a certain property i
‘Royapettah, But that property —was
then. under the Ceurg of Wards, and he
vvha{d,‘to approach the Rcveﬁue Member
inﬁ charge cf that department.  That
gentleman was Mr. M. E, Couchman,
Lcs  As soon as he heard from th:
visitor what the land was wanted for he
exclainred, with a sert of T=—old-—you—-
so ring in his veice: “There yod are!
Oh; you will suecded, you will sucteed!”
‘The -caller, - somewkiat - takefr aback by
this tnexpected reception, muttered some-
thing to the effeet. that fhey hoped
to succeed, but there 'were difficulties

.

mean that. But it is a fact when
ycu want a thing, you put it through
Oh, yott will succeed.”——"Well, Sir, T wish
you may be right, but T must say that [
for one am not consciots of the extra-
ordinary- powers’ you so kindly eredit
s with" —“Oh ! it is all righti you wall
succeed !

_ Was it prophecy? 5
" YWell, prophery or mot, the gttéi‘ﬁpt fo
wet that property fell through, and we
were cnce moare left to KI‘OarjIll!':thr:Ougfl
Madrag in search of afiother site. Finally,
tewards the énd of August 1919, we were
tcld that the Nabcb’s Gardens ‘could be
got for a yéascnable price. ‘We set our
agent geing., On 8th September, the bar-
gain was conclided and ‘we wete ‘put i
pessessien of “what i3 now the Fathers’
‘house.  Yet we were ribt satisfied : a com-
pound of 16 acres, with a bungalow tight
in the middle of the grounds, “could
searcely he considered a satiefactory site
for a college. There must bg roont in
it for a college buildipg. for hostels and
depindengies, for Iﬂaygmm@ls.ﬂfor a yest-
denee for the Fathets. fot a chuech. ete.,
il ta make ropm. for all that the bung:-
low would: firse have' to be destroyed,
a prelinihary steps which would mean a
dead losk . Hony else to find room for so
many honses? We:have not ¥e tried Qur
hand at sky-serapafs! - A b



js)ir m;dvmssmn to a course of study, for a
é]qgr{c;e unless: they have passed the. Inter-
ediate. L\dmmalmn qf,, Madras, . .

gtn NEI GRSt

What,, \3»,1‘ Lh;s chdlml,{ ul thls clause >

15 M _‘1' \md\ for @
gen,t:‘raflhr lUldd\t( ud to be a college course
dgr 1he g(,rmul A the Lm\trsm I
] the unldmun of 1(11111“1‘(,11 o a

uk;:lu was tlie pas-

degree 1s

: a4 new
d culgqe scekmv dﬁ'l]ld‘\‘ﬂ atter IIL pas
sing. (;1 thc. Act need not uuull itsel

ahout opemmg an Intermediate course
This view put a new complesion on o
scheme, and consderably simplihed e
' preblem hefore ws. o The task
fmmensely lightened 31 vwe had to provide
: bnly moBaA s course ceven i-that caurse
¥ bfm&rtmb&w threc-veur course: o
iy sr ocgprl s
A\WMesn s e wi Lo Ju ])a*(ﬂ)km a8 it new
Htood. piit downr fioures and mames, and
Foundl that, with the: help of. Providence,
dhes nely propesition was inot umwarkable
Tt was-by a0 lweans an edsyone: but 1
Twas at least nct entirely pro shibitive,

would e

i Dadries v st e
i bhe yresult-of o (lkrllh\_ldll()u\ Wits

ageth, before v
oty and he apparently cane tosihe con-
CeliEIon . we hisd come oo the, seivme swhs

uasblenger, nworkablé odiut beorntad
s thatahe stafl - wecuuledgpmmansh Ler
“HeW eollege was somewhat ivgalaiangd ot

1 :his own aceord. teok the unusual shepr-ab
asking the Provincial of the IFnglish

Jﬁh‘*"f\ ta ~g\ml S AWE m;u,. Hlae , naws
Argm RCJ]‘}‘C,: Was ‘mrﬁ;uvg‘«l m,(,)(;:rala

Superies: Ceneral

1023, Leyola was ngt to he a still-born
child, after all. 1t yyas-f'c)m;:, 1o live.

Bat radmire: the frways 'f‘.’f:-"f?l‘f)ﬁi(lemé.
Section’ 36: ¢ 1) of “the -Act, on which we
had built our plans, preved a broken reed.
When the University tock ap the' work
of 1ecensiruction to- fallin with the new
Act, Section 36 was preved by our vakil
fricnds 1o mean the opposite of what we
(and many cthers) had understood 1t to
mean, and the University decided to re ain
the Intermediate course. That was ‘ixj
the second half of 1924, k

in the meanwhile, cur 114115 had . beer
comp lctcl dl](l huil lmv hdd heen startec
B. \‘ IS8 m <. gnly, and whel
retain ]w [ntcrme(hah

m view of he

Hl(. <1um¢ no{o
fmw\ \\J\ tlken it \\a\ (o6 late fnr u:
n thun \u i iwa
W c”lﬁtff:m with the BIAY The' p‘mcedur
wad fiof therefore, thi ortéome 'of "ot
 f these inseritable fer deep-laid device

ter nm]\c m\ clange

which are said to be he characteristy
oi the it was not |, due to
desire to astonish the world, performing

building  th

Jesuus,.

the ineredible  feat of
LG .ul foor of ],1‘()11*"]* fore buildin
result of a
mist 'll\\'~—( “fortimate  mistake
fof us adniis FELIN CULPAT Ha

we started with the Tntermediate courses

the " firse, i\ »\.l\" tli‘e'“
e nest

what  would  have  happened? In ‘a
prohabiliny, we would have exhausted ou
encrgies andoour résourees on the Inter
mcdinge s ghus gwieeblell hwe  should hav
Dicen mmable. ta cpen the. BLAL courses: fc
SOIE VCATS, and. we would have been

grovdling secend-grade college.  The 1t
stittion at this. time waild he far fror
Leing. whai it . ‘



The pilgrim, went to his own. native
place and theie went begging from door
to door. Had not the circumstances
' been so tragic. he could have daughed. at
times, when, after long
who he was and what his errand was,
in French

parleys to explain
he: was given the equivalent.
money, of cne rupeel On several oceasions
he had even to take two annas and say
“Thank you Stll  the
enough, and had ‘hey

people  were

generous been
sillionaires  and
millions in the proportivn of what they
actually gave, their denaticns would have
gone far towards cevering the building

given cut ot their

expenses cf one year.  As it was, they
amcunted to scarcely Rs. 2000,
America was still wgrse than Furope
net that money was scarce, but . pecple,
otherwise generous, were tred of beggars
and hegging. The ])1101'1111 did not colleci
cnov,ah to. pay hxf way, and returned to
Eu;mpe a p)( rer man th:m he had left 1t
e = stilgmiiin e ;
On the whole, the nei remlt of this
ulp to the West was a Lum of abcut
Z’JOOCO Frﬂnch and Ttdlmn an

1111]‘\‘6\\1\( 1()()1\111” figure on paper. and

francs

cen'imi - a respectable sum in Europe, but
not so terms ot

£90d

'

“wheén exl,x esstdin

or ROAID.
The exchange was then very low.

Pope Benedict NV centributed. 100,000
lire (the lira is the Italian trancy, a right
“Europe. - But, as the
pilgrim when
Sl s Rupees

royal dénatien
Pepe, humself sand to 4
putting it.into his hands.
you want,
Rs. 27,0600, with thc llmtut k\Lll(ank
Pecple in Reme caid : D( n't ~e1ul

and IOC.OGO lire makes only

out to India now ; the exchange is too had,
so bad indeed that it cannot keep opimuch
longer as it is, . Leave your monevihere;
we shall send iven to.vou when exchange
imptoves. - In the - meanwhile
give vou <4 per cent. interest on 1t

we  will

t

S i §30F2
The advice was centanly. wellmeant.
vet it had dizastrous results, - The cex-

change, msead of rallying, sank~lower
<ulls and at the end 1924,
received scapital and interest, we found
ourselves with barelv R< 15,00 in hand.
27000, . R

when.,

instead ot Rs.

French francs were not much better
Sc. instead of. about cne lakh and a half

which  the collectien made m  Furope
wculd have vielded, had the exchange been
normal—which  would almess have met
the requirements of cur botlding pro-
feund our-

gramme  for e year—we

celves In evetl

540,000,

N JGSSESSI0N 1 not

It wiav perhaps be a surprise (though it
should net be ta wonder ), i bur feaders
te learn that; inHhe' face v such results
it was decided " at
pilerim returned to Indin, to give up che
or At least

Reme, “befcre  the

praject of the Madrne Colleger
hetter
the message \\lmh the pilgrim braugh

Lestpone it times, and this was

Lack with him when hc Telur wd ) lm
1027 .1 )

fabyie

n D(‘( thc ;

lt e ked ar 1f Loyo o \\d\ (lcm[ a \Ul‘
horn ehild; vet it': \\m 1])”\11 tﬂt{ 14@\1\\_

Th.( lm”'nmnn‘ (:'i' 1(‘55 \\Lla mankm.
hy the passing of 1]1@ Mach a\ LHI\L]‘\IM
Act. Sectien 30 (_'i:)ﬂh' 1hc \Lt ran as
‘fwllnx\'s: \m fents shall nu l“ ehw]lr]



| ¥
| The pilgrim, avent: ta . his ewn-native
i place -and thefe. went begging -from door
to. door. --Had .not: the ‘circumstances
Ibeen so tragic, he could: have;langhed, at
times, when, after long parleys to explain
who he was. and what, his cerrand was,
he: was glvm the. eqmvalﬁn‘n, ln French
money af one rupee: On sev eral cccasions
he had even to take two annas and say
“Thank. you” Still the people
generous ' enough, and had they been
millionaires and given out of . their
millions in the preportion of what they
actually gave, their denations would have
gont far towards covering the building
expenses of one year. . As it was; they
amounted to s'car'celv Re. 2000,

were

Amerlca \&as sml warse ‘ham Europe |
nct that money. was scaree, but pgopk
otherwise 0en°rous, were ‘ired of beggars
n(} }‘e@g' -The pllvrlm dxd not collect
eyl to, pay 1is, way., ;md return;ed to
Epropg a poocrer man, than hq had left 1t

! 3 zanlaoiid
On the wholle the ne,t result of ihls

trlp to, the West was éi cum of about
'75”0 OCO French and Itahan francs——an
dmprecswe lool\mo' ﬁgure on paper and
cerfamh a respec'.able sum m Europe bt

not "sb Twhen e)\presced in terms of

£ ‘Q -d;- ;Or R Aii P sEsinn i o N

Ghd ) o o | cooapd

Th(r exthzmo'e was then VEry ’low

& Pope B€ned10t ‘(V cf‘lltrlbtgtetl IE‘BOGO
dire: (the lra is the! Ttaliard fraficy. arvight
.nbyal ndenatien ini Eugope. . But; as ‘the
Pope: himseli said to & pilgﬁm when
prtting. it dngo his, handum ikt 1s Rupe&
you want, and _ lOG 000, lire, makes (,1;11\
Rs. 27, GOO,Mwnh the preg; XChanfge

People in Rcmc cald Igt '%en(l it

n:

,,/

out to India now,; the exchange.is tog bad,
sa bad.indeed. that it cannot. keep. opimuch
longer as-it s, Leawe your monewi here;
we shall gend ipsem to,yout whon. ~exc—ha§ng&:
iniprovgs. -.Jn.. the . meanwhile Wie wm
gla?e yau 4 per ‘gent, mterest on it
Pt han ol bsaadt o
The fldvnce waq ceftamiv well,imeant,
yet it -Diad disastrous fesults./;/ The wexr
thange, insead iof rallying. sdnk-lower
still; and. when, at the! epd: of 1824, we
seceived ncapital, and intergst:  we. found
ourselves: with-barely ‘Rs! ln a0 in hzmd
mstead pf R& ?/ ﬂGO W
}vrench f*rancs were: nat: much bettef
So, instead of about cre lakh and:a hulf
which the collection made i - Europe
would have yielded, had the exchange been
norimal—which wonld - altosys: have: et
this:requiivemtents of “our thuilding Apro-
gramme fcr cine year—we fetnd “our-
selves  in pmcession of not even

R ~r¢o 6)00 ! st ot

e T

It mag ‘perhap‘é l&e h surprige (though it
shisuldindt be adWonder ), v bl féaders
to learn that in-!he' fack Tft ‘such - resutty
it was - decided! at' Rothe;  before' the
pilgfim rétursied to India, to give up vhe
prejedt :pf the Madras Collegeior a2 leadt
pestpone it to better times, and this was
the message which the pll<jr1f11 hr(,aOh
})ack with hini \('flen he' rctuf’ned to. Indn\
n DeCember 10 e H i"'
) It lt‘,rkec{ as ‘1f Luvola wa\ dead a <t11‘
bcrn c‘mld },:,t élt m;;,s about tQ revne '

.....

i

The bemnnmor of ,102I§ was marked
by the pawmg of tfle Nadras tmverﬁh
Act Secyion 36 (1) ot the Agt ran ]as
fo]lows

]

%

_ “Studentc :hﬂl nm be. e’llmbl’ "

|



e

wings, small rooms can he u,mulul mto
Tai a wall,

rlv Lu‘-’f" reons by removing
orl large rooms inte smaller rooms by
eféc“mw (né——thL whele outside dl])(‘dl
ance remammv timchanged.

= il s for the haostels, it had from the nrst
been laid dewn .as a principle that. the\
,skpuhl Lonsm ol several small blogks of
’)" or 30 reomis each, and “hat all the

ms chould he sinele roems of about
.%Sé‘squure feet each.  With these two
cardinal  features in o view, two hostels
were planned onoa unitorm desten, viz.,
the Aelen and the Willingdon blocks, eich

consisting i A0 single roeoms,

Such were the plans submitted to Goy-
ernment for approval, amd o permission
was requestéd oo sTart work inoanticipa-

ticn of sancticon.

C Berere construction work was started,
-1.1:(';\\1\('1: a road had e he made connect:
ing Sterling Read with the site. Tl
tHen thore was no aceess to the groumds
from the town,  The Tomdo which was
thenr the L undary of the Corporation, cnt
us o7 Trone the city, and, whon there hag-
pened to he water in the tank, ax was the
case duriny the greater part of the year,
there wis 1o access excpt by the ratlway

line, aned cven not always,

Pt in 1920, the Geoverment deended
te suppress the avacuts within the ay,
and the -unk~ from which these ayacuts
were  fed had 1 he breached. The
P.W. D owhich was te carry out the
trders of Gevernment tock posse
the tank land.

caiom OF

From  this department

we Chtained permisgivin to build a cause
way  acrcss the. tank, leading  from
Sterling Read 1o the site. This was done
mll\ in 1024,

fyis. 2 fieaseparipnd ¢ .

i '
445

vooahy - i :

;\"'l;ll:él;\ 10, l‘.—LZ-l_, was h)\f.‘d tor the
laving of foundation stone, and His
Fxcellency Lord {now  Viscount) \’\ il-
lingdan, Governor of Madras, kindly con-

sented to perform the ceremony. . o

it

Por an accormt ol this ceremony, we

cannot  do betwer than copy  the St

Joseph's College Magazine, of July 1924

“His Excellency Lord Willingdon laid
the foundation stone of the Loyola Cot-
lege on Monday 10th March at 4-13
e, on the College grounds, Sterling
Read, Nungambakam, in the presence of
Lady Willingdon and

cahering of ladies and centlemen.

of a distinguished

“The haned of 87

Advar, was in attendance,

Patrick’s Orphanage.
The ground
plan shawing the Tecation o f the College,
with the situation of the hostels and play -
grounds. and  a drawing <howing the
irent elevation of the propesed building,
were exhibited for the ispection of “he

public.

(11s Grace Archbishop Aelen could not
e present, as his health was causing grave
anxiewv and his medical attendant had
crdered him complete rest.  His  Grace
hlessed the stone privatelv on Saturday.

Sth March. The site was blessed hy the



7 Providence pérhtitied the miistake, <)
as 'to''mike ‘us do‘at ¢nce what it might
ctherwise have taken us years (¢ do.  In
~ faet, the+philosophical sayingi:qui potesi
plusiopole st minus, he that can do more
¢an: do! kess, deound o this  case, an
tmnleckerd  fori . apphcatien:: when o we
had got - ready: .for  the  B.A. we
foundwe had rosm encugh for the [nter-
mediate also.

But let u% not anticipate events.  Tev

us gc back to October 1023, the date at
which we received the “fiul™ from Rone

“TThe site 'hadl een purchased, 50 good
acres of Tand in an ideal situation, but
there was nothing on it except a number
(t Ltlvwmfv trees. | am \%'r(mg.‘ Irather
Sajuth_ief,l the Pi‘(,acnr:\‘_c;r_, h;;(]. i:n  the
fnczani\,\d.;‘i:]e. in his robust and unflinching
hepe, built the lagge well, which, is noy
supplying the hestels with water.

But there was neshing else.

Father Sauthier, an ideal hursag, .t
cnee teok meaéures for starting construc-
tiqn work, and, ﬁr,s‘t of all, for laving the
fcundation stone .of the future college.
The plans had alse to be somewhat madi-
fied.

They had been made on the suppeosition
that they wculd he cartied out in their
entirety, at cne more oL less ‘con*innous
stretch. In view of the searcity of funds,
however, the' supposition  had: ‘¢ be
abandened and it was decidéd to com-
plete the college building in several stages.

The main feature of the facade of the
cellege building was to have been columns,
about 30 feet high, <tanding cn a square
ond squat first floor and rixing " in one
stretch to ‘the top ‘of the second floo-.
Now, clearly, if we were going to build
in several stages, this fedture had t6 e
modified. Tt already then appeared inore
than likely we were not going {0 construct
the sceend fleér at onee, and there fore onir
fine big columns, which clearly could ro
be left tc ’}‘fﬁi]d half-built fer perhaps
A few
modificaticns were therefore made in the

several yvears, had to e given up.

facade and in the dimensions of the pro
jeeted college building, and the result is
what pecple now sec— there 15 however,
a secend Hoor vet to come.

Visitors are struck by the Ccllege, in-
complete as it is. Simple; ‘chaste, almost
severe In style, vet of fine/ effect and
mmpesing ;. such are the expreseions’ used
What is behind
‘he facadeiss equally simple and none the
less convement.  The shape of ithe build-
g iga capital 1 in which the central part
is made up ofrlarge rooms and the two
wings are made up i small rooms.

by them to describe it.

A AL IR ST CTo

One of the things most wanted in col-

teges s smiall frooms: Yo want small

rooms, for instance, for language classes
and  der - subjects (like Honatrs) i
whrch: “there « are  few stuilents.  Thé
desigmers of the Lovola: College building
were Keeriom making provision {of small
rooms - in their plans and they have sue-
ceeced: iiinra b o ooz 7 ‘

s

“UYet the plan s, 80 to sav, elastic. - Thé
bilding ' can easily Be extended ag the
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2 Y ouRr ENCELLENEY

'r] bey leave to Imte in a hw words the

hlstor\ m the prn]e(t \\]mh Your Fxcei-
lency is ‘about to numgumt(.

N "l he ]nulut ol a Catholic College n
T\Iadraq dates hack the last decade of
the llaqt century. lhc_ nécessi_ty Wils
dh‘ead\ ﬂhn felt of t'i\'in"f the Catholics
of the Prcmlcm\ d(l]lt]t‘\ fnr:l'li‘gl.w.r
educahun in the (,{l])lull 115(.11 and of
p]dungr Ythem on a level with the Uﬂkl'
communities of the land.  The varioud
communities ¢ the provinee have long
hatd each its own college ‘at the seat f
the University.: The Catholies had none.
and if they dedired for -their children a
secular .edvcation, »not * diverced  from

"~ thev Had. to send them cut of

; Xr(_ ﬂn\htpl

!
piie

Impiressed M‘ the dizadvantages unde

g?' RS : ) .
\ﬂ’nch‘ they \\mc hlmurm” thc T

\[ ulras, 1)1 ( u]gj‘m an.
the Ddemle Ay ubwlu
tmwe  His

v bndia, ar tha
Zadesk:

Juseph'

lf.xcflltm‘\' ?\lu’r
reguestedthe fauthontis: of 5

Leerse!? Trichinopoly, to open a Colleg

) iy e b e T .

in thé‘}'r_esnkn'(“_\" Tewn, first in 1RO

dml again in "1'607"; hut St Joseph's wa
H i

n(l n a pusltlun o comply with thei

reqnesl

“Undaimted by these twe failures. o
present revered ' Nrchbishop, Dr. Acler
had no sconer taken pessession af s se
dhan he' reopienad  the question i
Cithelic College i Madras, He did s
in February 191201 a later, the purpot
i which wias:  Clese down St joseph
in Trichinopolv, open St
\I adras.

h{— Jemanded of Trichinepoly gives tl

Joseph's 1

The magnitude 'of the sacritic

measure of the nportnce which he.au
with him. all the Catholies o this tow
dttached. o the foundarion ¢ the desire
institution. [t however appenred to us
"[{fi(‘hmw]‘rt'rv that thir impertance, whig
was tuﬂ\ reccenized, did not justify tl
sacrifice demanded of us. and an atrem
was made to find other solutions to ]
preblem.  which  would  satisfy o ha
AMadras  awd  Trichinapclv, While ¢
preblem  was 'nnc‘k*f; consideration,
(,:1@ i War hroke fut and 1t was agre
l)h\\enn Uiz Grage and v that the proje
chould. be left .ajone 111l the return
peace.
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T beg leave to tr,lce ina h w werds the
h]stor) of the project wlnch X(,ur Excel-
lency is abcut to inaugurate.

H ‘The pro;ect of a (ath(,hc College in
Madraq date@ back tc the lagt decade of
the‘ laat century. The ‘ _necessity  was
alread} then felt of giv mg the Catholics
ot the Preeldencw a(‘lhtle\ for hlgher
“in the, ap1 tal 1tself and of
placmq “them on a level with the other
communities of the land.

educam,

The variout
communities ©f the prevince have leng
had each its own college ‘at the seat »f
the University.: The Catholies had none,
and 1f they dedired for-thieir children a
secular edvcation, < not  divereed  from
. _Had to send them cut of

e oﬁieaﬁ:

r,equest N

e ’Ympres«eq b\ the disadvantages under

whtch fhe\ :vxere abourmv the late

Archbwh(,,p of A\[ddl’d\ Dr. Colgan, and '

¢
the Dde"ate X; ublUl‘LC for India, at that

time  His  Excellency  Mer.  Zaleski,

reguettedthe lauthories ol Joseph's

e e

Prichinepoly .
n the” P'e<*1dencx'

dl‘ld (wam mn 1001

to open a (ollege :
Tewn, first in 1805,
hut St. ju-\l,h s was !
n(,t “m 3 pusm(n to comply wit h then

““Undatmnted by these two failures, oun]
present revered Xrchbishop, Dr.

-——g—,—.wg _mre e

f\lewlen
had no sconer taken possessicn of his See;

thart he' reopened the questich of th
Cithelie €ollege in Madras,  fle did so
in Fehruary 1912, tn a letter, the purport
Clese downt St jo:seph's.
in Trichincpoly, cpen St Juseph’s in F'
The magnitude ‘of the sacrifice *

of which was:

Madras. i
he. demanded of lrichlm,poly gives the E
measure of the importance which he, and,
with him all the Catholics of this town. i
attached to the foundation of the desired
institution. It hewevet appeared to us in
Tfic‘hi’nnrr‘h that this irhiportance, which

was ulh reccgnized, did not justify the
sacrifice demanded of us, and an attempt |
was made to find nther solutions to the |
which
Madrae “amd T rldvnmpolv

satisfy  both ;
While the

ce nsldtmtl(\n the

(;redt War hroke (ut and it was agreed

preblem, would

problem  was unde

bheiw een His Grage and us thar the project
should. be left alone till the return of 'l
peace. :

LS |
i



»f St. Joseph's, now in Europe. will form
the foundation of the staff, and lay pr-
fessors will complete it.

“We haye also decided to fall in with
the requirements of the new University
Act as regards residence. The new
College will be residential.  \We. propose
to house the students in cottages ¢« ntain-
ing each about 3U single rooms,
intend to build a few of
in the course of

andd we
these cottages
the next academic vear.

I all goes well we hope to seek re-
cugﬁition in groups (i), (v) and (vi) of
the B.A. Degree course, and to oper hese
course in July 1925,

“FFhe new Institution is to be known
as the Lovola College. Lovola heing our
family name, and one we may he permit-
ted to be proud of.*

. Tt is at present under the ceneral
management of  the Society  of St
Jaseph's - College,  Trichinopoly. Being
the child of St. Jospeh's College, it will
endeavour to conform to the traditions
of the parent institution. What these
traditions are it is superfluous to say:
they are known to all.  But I may men-
tion one point in particular, viz., that
although primarily intended for Catho-

* Lovola was the family name of
Saviety of Jesus. The family castle o

Loyoli
of the Pyrenees and now scrves

as a training house

St lenatins, a Spanish Knight and
~|i”
for the young religrous of the Order.

the College  will be

o

lics, new opent to

soudents of all races, castes and creeds,

““In conclusion, we beg th offer our
cincere thanks to Lady . Willingdoen for
honouring us with her presence this even-
ing, and to Your L xcelleney for so kindly
consenting to perform the funciion. The
presence of  Lady Willingdon and Your
Excellency on this occasion is. to us, not
only a powerful encouragement to proceed
with the arduous work we are taking in
hand, but also an earnest of 18 success:
fnl completion,  Our juy will be complete
i Your Excelleney will he so kind as to
permit us to associate your name with
one of the buildings of the pascent insti-
ution. 1 am all tha:
“\Willingdon 4 Mmost
fitting and auspicious name  for one of
the future hostels!”

will
will

sure agree

[Touse™ be

“1Tis Fxcellency then laid the founda-
tion stome, and declared it well and truly
laid.

]lrl’lg.

The stone is 312 feet high, 21, feet
and 1 broad. Inside  the

foundation stone is placed a sealed packet

fOo"

containing one eight-anna coin and one
two-anna coin of 1924, which were ob-
tained from the
the kind services
I.s
4 seroll enclosed, with the following in-
scription o™

Jombay Mint “hrough
of  Dewan Bahaduor
. Swamikannu Pillai. There 1s also

the founder of the

exists: it s situated on  the southern  slopes
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i In the year of Our Liord
‘One thousand nine hundred and twenty-four,
o the Tenth Day of March,
- His Holiness Pope Plus X1,
hesj - AND
Hls Magesty ng George Y,
,lfnnpmor of lm,dw.
gloriously relgiing:
during the term of ofﬁce of
bis Datermty Wlodimirus Ledochowsht,
- General of the Society of Jesuss
Hig Exvellency the Right Honourable
Rufus Daniel €arl of Reading,
Viceroy and Governor-General of India ;
THIS EOUNDATION STONE
of the K .
LOYOLA COLLEGE, MADRAS,
, ’ ~ was blessed by | /
Dis Grace the Most Rev.- J. Helen,
Arohbishop of Madras,
' and laid by
His Excellency the Right Honourable
Sir freeman freeman-Thomas
Baron Willingdon of Ratton,
n Governor of Muadras,
in the presence of
The Lady Willingdon.
May God have them all in. His safe keeping.

R 2. D. .
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In the year of Our Liord
‘One thousand nine hundred and twenty-four,
o the Tenth Day of March,
. His Holiness Pope Pius XI,
- AND
l-hs Magesty King George v,
lfnnpmor of Iaadm.
gloriously reighiny
during the term of ofﬁce of
bis I()atermty Wlodimirus Ledocbowsht,
General of the Society of Jesusi
Hig Exvellency the Right Honourable
Rufus Daniel €arl of Reading,
Viceroy and Governor-General of India ;
THIS FOUNDATION STONE
of the _ .
LOYOLA COLLEGE, MADRAS,
; ~ was blessed by | “
DPia Grace the Most Rev.- J. Helen,
Arohbishop of Madrag, '~ 7
~and laid by
His Excellency the Right Honourable
Sir freeman freeman-Thomas
Bavon Willingdon of Ratton,
i Governor of Mudras,
in the presence of
The Lady Willingdon,
May God have them all in His safe keeping,

D AW D, ©.



“His Excellency, before delivering his
his speech, expressed on his own hehali
and on behalf of all those present, deep
regret at the absence of [lis Grace the
Archbishop of Madras owing to ill-health,
and hoped sincerely  that he might be
restored to complete health. s Excels

lency then said:"”

C“CFATHER DERTRAM, Lapies aNp

GENTLEMEN,
“ I deem it a great honour and privilege
to have been invited by vou, to take a

prircipal part to-day in this important’ ™"

ceremony, and to lay the Tfoundation stone
of the Lovola College, which [ hope may
become in future vears a very importan
addition to the constituent colleged under
the University «f Madvas Tet meéadd that
I much appreciate the suggestion. yoit
made, Father Bertram. in your specch,
that my name should he associated with
this great educational project hy having
one of vour students’ hostels called after
me. [ gratefully accept the compliment
you wish to pay me, and am glad o feel
that my name will he associated with the
great work of vour Mission, which has
done such immense service towards thez
educational advance of our people both
in our Presidency and throughout the
country.  (.dpplanse).

4 ““You will have listened, T am sure,
Ladies and Gentlemen, with great mter-
est to [Father Bertram’s account of the
history of this project; and [ warmly
congratulate vou on having acquired this
fine site for the purposes of vour College.
It is perfectly true that the University Act
which was passed last vear will have far-
reaching consequences  throughout  our

Presidency,  consequences  which T pre
foundly hope and helieve may be of i
mense advantage to the education of our
people. 1 look forward to the time, and |
truse it is not far distant, when we shall
Tave two or three other ereat University
centres in osher parts of s Presidency,
and (thiz to my mind is an essential con-
comitant of progress in University life).
a really  comprehensive and  consistent
policy of development i our clementary,
secondarv, and higher education, in order
to secure  a co-ordination o all the
hranches ot eur educational systen. |
happen to know that my Hon'ble colleague,
the ducation Minister, is busily engagel
in working cut a policy cn o these Tines:
but our difficulty at present, as vou tell
me vours is owith regard to this project,
is largely a question of finance. Sull [ am
always an optimist, and | believe that he
fore long tinancial ight will shie through
the clouds, and that Government will e
able to make a great advance i this all-
important matter; and I think T may say
that this optimism is shared by the mem-
hers of vour NMission to-day, and [ wish
to congratulate you very warmly on the
fact, that notwithsanding vour difhiculties
in regard to finance, vou are readily
undertaking this further responsibility by
the institution of an entirely new college 101
Madras, hesides continumg up to s high
standard  or  work and  learning vour
fine college at Trichinopoly (ol my visit
to which T have still a very keen and vivid
recollection ), and working towards its
pussible development i the Tuture mto
a constituent college of @ new University
i that town.

“Put Toam convineed  that if  this
advance 1s to come, particularly in regard



to- the establishment of Universities, we
must to some extent rely here as in other
countries on generous endowments from
prizate indi¥iduals, who wish to help for-
ward. the educational welfare of their
fellow-countrymen.  Even now the form-
ation of an Andhra University is await-
ing .the promise of some generous endow-
ments and an amicable seitlement among
these in authority as to the most suitable
location of the first new University for
the Telugus. 1 gratefully  acknowledpe
such help as has been piver in: the past

by generous donors in the causé of educa-’

tion, but I want to see more evidenice of
a sense of public spirit in our Presidency,
a greater realisation’ by those who arg
placed in a position of authority and res-
ponsibility, either by the votes of their
fellow-citizens which have placed them on
any public body %o represent them, or by
the fact of their having a great hereditary
tradition and prestige, or again by the
fact of the possession. of wealth, that
Providence never infended any ong of us
only to look after our own selfish interests
and advancernent, but durinig’ the 'short
tishe our lives last, to do all we can ace
cording to our opportunities to help fot-
ward the general benefit of the whole com-
munity among whom we live. [t is “otily
by getting tid of all personal Jealousws
and rivalries, by taking a larger view of
our ditties to the people, that “public spirit
will satisfactorily develop, and that, i§
the cause of education, Universities will
be established largely through private
benefactions in various parts of our
Province, with constituent colleges
thoroughly efficiently equipped so as to
give the best educational advantages to

the students, My great regret is that in
this as in so many other great projects
that are on the threshold of development,
I shall no4 be amongst you to help for-
wird 'its‘satis’factory progress.  But, be-
lieve me my spirit will be mth you in
all you do, arid pertiaps before 1 many years
are pa%sed I may appear agam 1n the
ﬂesh and have an opportunity of meedno
the siudentq of your College at Loyola.,
and, I hope, of receiving an equally
friendly welcome to that which I wery
vividly <all to mind, when I met all your
students in your great hall of St. Joseph’s
College at Trichinopoly’. (Appl‘ause}.,

“‘In once more thankmg you for your
courtesy in mwtmg me here to-day to take
part in this ceremony, I trust that the
Layola College may in futirre years ad-
vance ‘fromt Strength to strength, and be-
cotme of great value towards intreasing
the efficlenty 6f our educational life under’
the Madras ;‘L*ﬁiyérsity.’ (Applause).

“Light: refreshments were then served
to the guests; and His Excellency and
Lady \Nﬂhmdcm left the place amidst
loud {:heers ” ;

V\/e were en_]oym" the sweet remxm—‘
scences of “that ‘glorlous 10th March,
when, lot ‘@ notice: arrived from the
Madras Corporation to the effect that we
were to be included within the Madras
City boundaries. Simultaneously we were
presented with a building Yicense bill for
Rs. ‘887, a trifle, no doubt, for such a
great honour '

Mateflals were at once ordered amd
collected  om. the ~.grounds. In May,
in a gentle heat of 108°.F, Father
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and you get between alternative rooms a
small recess whicly requires very little ta
he.mdde into a balcony, and with, thess
balconies you can o, withont verandahs.
jris‘ead ot té-rl‘;@neﬁ”b@ild)mlau vaults, and
yhul.ican do without teak jf,\isl;i;{‘_,‘{]:hﬁ
jireblem was solved, .and thes vesults was
thesBalcony Hostelh or flogk New dyas, if
ipmowsealled, . one atlmigiedonot (W I;Qm
b @ood. points. .. I fadtoit dst thesimpsdt
Mﬁlllﬂ ot all th@ fbl(’qlﬁmn s vd Lodan

af dbird st o 2ud of Dis hoas s

Itnw, why - dithowe, motd ild. mone
h(ﬁ’f@b ofishak &ype i ongeus i 1o ,,m::,f

Pl an e O R AR

P@r Hea:om whieh, will. Appear: ]ﬂtf‘«ih

At the dme tnne t,he four mesv
roums cach with 1~.1tchen atcached. the
wgtep;tank with !)a1111n_g ropms under it,
and the latrines, were built; the fogtbal
and the hockey fields, a tennis court and
a badminten court were got-ready, - The
water pipes were laid and the. électric
figtirigs were fixed up:  We had to hurry
up'at the end of June; the thousand-and
otie détai}s'required“ for starting College
atid-hostels all pressed &t attention at the
same time, but Father Gross, Who had suct
ceeded Fathet Sauthier in August 1924,
was able to face them aH——one woﬂdere(l
how such enerv?r cou 1d, dwell m quch
small bod}!

Worseé than the maiehal work and
ts lfold dc:talls wa% the anmety 1bout

TLhe tunds ran out, more tha,n
orce, amﬁ more “than once, durmcr th Ia.st
six m,onths the word weng fortl from
Madfas’ 1o 'lrlchmupoh “No money!
I stop work at the gnd; of the week.’
Mone} Came just the amount required,

monﬂy

mo more, nat in large sums but in drib-
blets. Almighty God did *help us, but
did not spoil us.

In spite of difficulties, the College and
lgos;es wem 1eady in time. 'lhey were
bfc%cd l)y Hlb (Jlace the Archlnchop on
c}ay nh JuIy and tfle ne\t day fhe Lol’le%
was opened o

\\ hen last year on 10th March you
Hinbinced ‘the College wonld be vpened in
Tuty 1035 41 a District Medieal Officer
who ‘Had histight his nephew for admis-
¢ion”” T said yotr'could never do it in one
yeaty you' would take two or three years.
Yotr *have done it.”

" The Staff of the new College had heen
comstituted i— .~

Rev. G. Foreau, S.J., Rector, who was

also to take Logic; Rev. F. Bertramy S.].,

Pr mc1p,al, Professars af 'an’hbh. TFather
H. J. Quinn, S.J., the veteran from
Trichinopely,  who had long expressed
himself as more than ready to come to
Madras, and Father L. D. ’\Iurphx. S]
M.A. (Oxon), fresh from England; Pro-
fessor of Mathenratics, Mr. N. Sundaram
Ayyar, Mm.&., from Trichinopoly; he was
to- d8 theswork sihgle-handed, pending the
arrival of his old teacher, Father L. Vion,
S.].; Professor of Economics, Father
Basenach, S.J., B.sc, fresh {rom, . the
Schoot of Iiconomics, London, but, he-
fore the war, Professor in $t. Joseph's
College, Tricliinopolys Professor of
Politics and Modern History, Father H.
Burrows,  S.J., M.a., (Cantab), fresh
from England. Mr F. 8, Subramanya
Ayyary, m.A. (Cantah) of St. Joseph's
Callege,. ;Trichinopoly, took up Indiun
History and  Constitutional History,
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Sauthier could be seen on the site,
with @ isurveyor, ‘taking levels, riteasuring
and *tracmw the bmldmgs oti the grt)unds

It was decided. to bmld first~gnly the
northern half of the College, with two
floors and two hostels, The f(iundatlons
were dug, and on the 5th August 1914
the ﬁrst Basketful of “jelly’” was thrqwn
into ‘the gaping trenches, & feet deep and
4 feet broad. The work proceeded rapidly,
save for a few heavy storms in September,
whith flooded the two trenches, correés
pondifg to the eastern verandalt and
wall,  along the present lerary and Eco-
nomics Room. But we Had just bought
a small motor pump; it was brought on
to the spot and the flooded trenches were
ethptied in less than half an Hour.

By Deceraber 1924, the College
building had risen to the reof of the first
flogr; the columns of the upper verandah
could be seen standing out against the
sky. The masons, coming down from
their scaffo;dmg, wotld tirn back, stand,
and look at their work with'evident feel-
ings of satisfaction.
4 o, there was a stream of wvisitors—sa
sign that the public were watchizig the

Orowth of the bulldmg with keen 1nteres1
AT 9

'Lhe two tower«hoﬂtels were: alse well
on way. DBut it then oceurred te us-thdt
two blocks, with 72 rooms, might pos-
sibly not be eneugh for the first year. Tao
be on the safe sidgy it was deemed wise
to build another bloc \md a third, house

was accordingly designéd and started in
January 1925. This third block is  the
one hear the railway line, 1§n0wn as the
Baleony Haostel . It containg 28 rooms.
Why was it built there? ~Angl why was
such a design adopted? = ﬂ& ‘

N\

Fvery day, after.

"The first block (or the Aelett Hostel)
was built af'a certain distance fromi the
rdilway Tine because we already then knew
that the railway track was to be doubled
aiich the railway company would take 4
strip of land along our western botmdarye.
What the hreath of th¢ strip would be
we did hot kfiow, arid it Wwas considered
safe to leave a miargin of about 150 fedt
on the west. But by Jantary 1925, défi-
nite information was -obtained that the
strip’ required would not exceed 30 feef,
and the railway engineer ¢f the Madras
Circle was even kind enough to have it
demarcated at once. It was then found
that there would remain about 120 feet
of vacant land to the west of the Aelen
Hostel. It was a pity not to utilize it.

On the other hand, the tower-hostels
were found to be somewhat expensive,
chiefly on account of the amount of teak
they required. We ‘were anxious to find

a differeitt type of building, compict
enough to fit in the space available, and

less expensive. The problem was—as far
as possible, do without verandahs dnd
witliout wood, except for the doors and
windows. Another point was that the
rooms in the tower-hostels were 10-x.8 ft.
Now, a comfortable room must be much
longer than broad. Rooms with length
and breadth in the proportion of 3 to 2
were considered preferable to rooms
10x8.  Accordingly, and bearing in
niind the fact that the Educational Rules
require a floor space of 80 sq. ft. for a
single toom, we decided to adopt
1134 x 7% fot the dimensions of our new
rooms. '

Now arrahge the rooms in one tow
alternately lengthwise #nd breadthwite



declared, himself its - uncempromising
g;:;gron, . And there was merit.in his doing
sg. for, at that time, qwing to financial
s.'i);ingency,"re’tn.:nchmfm; was the crder pf
the day, and the (overnment were un-
willing to accept fresh commitments. Ia
spite of adverse circumstances, Sir. A, P.
Patre stoed by us, and finally obtained
fer us the long delayed approval. Woe
wish to place on recard eur great obli-
gation to him and our keen appreciation:
of all he did for us. It is no exaggeration
to say that under Pravidence, the College
owes its in‘sftenc;e to Sir A, P. Patro,

* The efid of 1925 was marked by abrior-
mally - héavy rains. The grounds twerc:

flocded. 1ot so much by the rain that fell
oh them, 4s by a torrential overflow of the
watéi's dccumulated on he west of the tail-
way line,  We ‘Had made sorne drains
already, in advance of the season, but they
wereout of all proportion to a flood of
sueh” magnitude. Good will,  however,
and cheerfulness, were not damped by the
weathér:: One could ke at times the

Warden with some beys, matteck in hand,

digging drains, building embankments 4
and these extemporized pioneers could
hoast of having materially relieved the
situaticn.  But there was rain and still
more rain,  The residents were finally
Marconed in their hostels. There was
ncthing for it but close the Cellege, which
we did more than 4 week in advance of
scheduled time, Asg usually happens in
such cases, the boys were hardly gone

'When the rains ceased and fine weather set
in, -

We were yet with only half the Col-
Iege.bmlt, and we had to think of the
tomyng yvear. The portion: already con-

Structed could accammodate two B.A.
3

classes, hut what ahout the Intermediate?
It was now heyond doubt that the Inters
medidte was to ¢ontinue as a Universiiy
course, as heretofore, and we could nu
longer think of confining purselves to the
B.A. classés, An application for recog-
nition in Intermediate groups (i} and
(11} was accordingly. put in at the end of
1925, and we had to beshink ourselves of
completing the College building and of
erflarging the hos‘els,. . e

The Governinent very Kindly consented
‘o give us a part of the grarit correspond?
ing to the work already done and, with
thts assistance; “builditig operations - were
resuhied fate in 1025 Jupiter Pluvius.
however, seemed somehow to have fallen
our with us, and he ap'parently'too’k a
ma]igna_nt de‘ligh; in thwarting the work.
No scener had we opened a trench to lay
foundations  than a storm was stre to
brsak cut which fillect it with water and
catised the mud walls to fall in.  But our
resclve was ne* going to be damped by
the deings of Sir Jupiter. Ope by one,
the water-logged trenches were cleared
angt properly filled in. With sorne delay,
the building was ready at the heginning
of the academic year 1926-27.

The College building was. finished, buis
there was neither time nor funds to con-
struct more hostels. The number of
students was sure to increase in July
1926, probahly up to something like 300.
Where were they going to be accom-
modated? The situation was alarming.
The only thing possible and imaginable
was to put up temporary sheds. Accord-
ingly, in June, four or five sheds were
hu‘rfiedly put up.



Father Sauliére, S.]J., was to  teach
French, and to be in charge of the
Library and hostels.

Mr. A, C'bimrar‘n'ar was 0 be in charge
of the Office, a work for “which he lm(l
been tramed for two vears in %t Ioseph $
College,
head clerks, Mr. S. Mariasusai Pillai.

AR A ¥
Seventy-five stu(]ents \\t‘lt; t'l]l'()ﬁ(,d n
the Junior B.A. class in July 1923, Some
Omne of
them, poor Peddada Venkata Rao, when
he came to the Principal for admission,
asked: “Sir,

came, not without misgivings.

can we trust this college?”

The question, in spite ¢f the imphcations
it contained, was so ingenucus, was put
with such manifest candour and naiveté,
that the Principal could not help laughing.
“What do vyou mean?" he asked the
questioner.  “Well, Sir, vou see, it 15
new college. Wil it go on?". “Don't
fear. You will get through vour course
in it all right.”

In fact he did not, but through no fault
of the College. But there were perhaps
some others who shared hiy doubts,

though not his candour.

And a right gond sort were cur fArst
batch of 75 {(soon reduced 1o 70), the
pioneers, the foundation stones of the
Caollege, and right conscious and proud
were they of their importance. as foundi-
tion stones.  For one year they formed
a happy family, and they establishéd 'in
the College and in the hostels a tone, aid
started traditions which we hope 'to' sec
perpetuated. '

Trichinopoly, by the ‘model Of

These sunny beginnings were suddenly
clouded by a tragedy. On 28th  July
morning, a frightiully mangled body was
found on the railway bridge over: the
Coomm, ~nedr by, vhdnging' between: the
sleepers. 1L wak our puor  Peddada
Venkatd- Rao: This unhappy hoy had,
the ‘préeviots Avght, ‘with a cold delibera-
tion! dnd ‘acotitage wWhick make one shud:
der) 1aid ris bodv ‘across the rails, to be
crushed by a night train, and had thus
put and end to his own life.  And, lew
dheré solild! bé any: doubt  about his inten-
tion, or any suspicion of foul play, he had
taken care to put in his breast pocket
paper written;in hig own hand and addres-
sed to the Principal, explicitly stating his
intention of taking away his own life.
and  giving his last mstructions. The
paper was found on his hml\ after h!:
death.

When the gioom of this sad event had
heen dispelled, we hethough: ourselves of
a tormal and ceremomial opening of  the
College.  We had just heen recognized as
a constituent  college  of  the  Madras
University,, (September 1923) . and, after
protracted  negotiations and discussions,
the Government was about to place the
College buillding  with  the two  tower-
hostels on the list of approved works,
thus making it eligible for half grant.

‘On Monday, ]’th Ogctober, Sir. AL D
Patro, Lhcrf

Al]]l\(‘l hn lzdug.ltlnn
s’nlenllﬂ{ nmu(fumte([ lhe mstmmnn at a
function aztended Ty a Lnrvu and distin-
guished “gathering  of visitors, come in
spite of ‘the mast forhidding weather.

Sir. A. I, Parto had. from the first,
espoused the cause of the new College and



rooms cut off the brgeze from. the other
row, and lovers of oxygen want to be on
the %lde of Lhe breeze. But there are more
lovers of oxygen than there are rooms on
the breezv side of the hostels.
‘Hence complamts Well, then, the new
hostels were designed mostly to satisfy the
lovers of oxygen. They contain only
one row of rooms, se that every ong tan
have to himself all the hreeze that blews
his way; there is nothing to stop it. Thete
is a verandah on the south, on which the
doors -of the rooms open. It was soon
represented to us by the residents of the
hestel-that 'the verahdah should have been
put- ofrsthe northy for ‘they said, a man
likesitd he quiet in his room, free from
the bustle and fnom-the' indiscreet looks
of passers by. , if he shuts his door,
he 'shats off thé breeze, the gentle cool
bréeze from the southeast and, from the
southwest, whicli is so pleasant in_the hot
months, ‘Whiereas, if the veranc&ah and
the door were on the rorth, he could shut
his "door and “§et get the breeze through
his 'opert ‘Window ot the south. “The ret
mark was to the point and was duly noted
for future use.

The year 1926-27 was pretty unevent-

ful. The one pressing need ever before
our eyes, was more hostels. The pain-
ful experience of July 1926 was not to
be repeated in July 1927, else the results

would be still more disastrous than i =

1926, From July 1927 the College would
be complete with' its four classes, from
Junior Intermediate to Senior B.A., and,
besides, the addition of Honours courses
was in contemplation. Unless the hostels
were able to accommodate about 300
students, the College could never hope to
attain normal strength. But provision
for 300 students meant doubling the

existing accommodation. The task was
{ormidable. The old question popped up
at gvery step:  Where is the money?

The Gowvernment was Hgain approachiad
with a request to pay the portion of -the
grant corresponding tis the sduthern half
of the College huilding. The request was
favourably considered and the grant pro-
mised. Qn the strength wof this promise
mongy was borrowed and six new blocks
started in December 1926.

These six new blocks are all .on a uni-
form pattern, without ornhinent, withbut
attempt at style—where. is:the heed
of .ornament and style in:obutkdings
hidden behind the first raw of/ hostels?

They consist of .- twosfleor.  buildings
wigh thirteen raems. an  each  floo,

gach ;1134 x7%. but, in the light of
past experience, caxe was taken to put the
verandah on the norths,.

A special featifré of khese niw blocks
is that the werandah s all in conerete,
columps, heams and upper floor.© The
various parts @f the columns and of the
beams and the slabs of the floor were
made well in advance. It took one day
to carry all the parts of one verandah to
the spot and another day to put them tp.
The system was a great saving of time
and money. But it required the fore-
sight, the care, and the energy of our
Mestriar to do it.

The doubling of the accommodation
carried with it, as a corollary. the doubling
of the dependencies and other adjuncts,
bathing rooms, latrines, stores, tennis
courts, playgrounds etc.  The task was
successfully accomplished. The hostels
are fully tenanted and, as far as we can

see, the residents are well pleased with
them.
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L Inthe mieanvwlile, Fathes 4.
had: returned frome (Euvope  with the
degree rof « Liceneig-es+Serences  Mathe-
matiqaes of the Paris University and the
urifque - experienge
through' the 'whole ‘war. i * Fatfler Foreau.
S.J., the Recior.and:Professor of Logie,
whose health had never ‘been satisfactory,
Had= st give idip’ teaching, and ~his
placé-was tempotarily filled by Mr. C. L.
Sebastian, B.A. Messts.- K. D.  Joseph,
B.A., and V. N. Ramaratnam, B.A,, L.T..
wergadded to the staff as English tutors,
Vi Somasundarany, M.a., as Physies, Pra»
fessor, with M. K, R. Rangachari, B.a.,
as Demonstratar, and Mr. R, Viraraghava
Sdrma B.A., as Chemistry Lecturer, Mr,

N. Govmdaralan B.4., (Hons.) as
Econom1c< Tutor

Vien S.J.

“The College reopened on Ist jul\
Boys ¢ame tolling iz “I wanf a room
i’ the hostels.”
ears constantly for days—"X room in the
hostels=+a rooth in the hostels.” Bt all
the available Tooms were scon filled atul
the words. still went cn ringing :
in the hostels,” Every inch ¢f room alf
over the place was requisisioned, and still
the old demand came: “A room in the
hostels.”  Finally, we had to say “No
more room in the hostels.”” The demand
stopped, and with it the candidates for
admission. We had reached a total of 280,
vig., 102 in the T U.C., 104 in III S
and 74 in IV U.C.

But Providence just then smiled o us—
one of those heaverily encouraging smiles
which seemed to say: “Go on, 1t is
all right; you will get through. Cheerio!"

Just at the reopening, we received from
Rome a donation of Rs. 10,000,

itof having ' - gone

The words rafig-in our

YA roont.

»

and “o6n 3rd “July the first sod was
cut i the place where was to rise the
Tourthi ‘hostel block.  On:'ist November
the fiew hostel was oceupied: The Catho-
lic students, the!'Warden at their head,
m‘!grated into It and gave up the rooms
they occupied in the three old blocks. The
pressure was somewhat relieved; but hot
completely, and the mischief done by want
of  accomimodation “ih July was ot
r‘e‘paired. ? 3 : ’

The new block dxﬁers from the old ones
in ‘mary respects, and these differences
were «dictated partly by. the special ohject
which it was to serve, partly by
experience,. First of all we . wanted a
special hostel for Catholics; in which there
could be a_,chapcl Lhen- it was thought
desirable to have a few large rooms which
cculd accommodate several students,
either such as desired to live in company,
or such as had reasons to cut down
their . expenses. Again, a few large
rooms were requird for the dispensary,
the hesiel office, the Wasrden, etc.  To
meet all these requiremnts, the new hostel
was built with two wings, each 40x 15,
The Chapel occupies the whole length on
the first floor of the eastern wing. The
Warden occupies a rocm 25 x 15 on the
first floor of the western wing. The rest
of. the space in the wings is divided into
rooms 13 x 12 each.

The central part of the hostel consists
of a single row of ten rootns, éach
11% x7%. The three old hostels con-
sist of two rows of rooms with a central
corridor. Why this difference between
the old and the new hostels? The old
hostels had not been long in use before
complaints were heard that one row of



