Size or poverty does not
hinder these graduates
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5. Vincent is on cloud
nine. The glowing dwarf
on Friday received not
only his B.A. degree in
History but also a special
medal for top scores in
the academics as well as
extra-curricular campus
activities at the 91st grad-
uation ceremony of the
prestigious Lovola
College here,

"l am extremely happy;
thrilled in faect. It's not
just the fruits of my hard
work that got rewarded
but also the selfless love
and care that my teach-
ers, my guardian and my
roommate bestowed upon
me. | am eternally grate-
ful to them all*, said
the 25-yvear-old vouth who
had been brought up
in an orphanage from
childhood.

Vincent is particularly
fond of his roommate
Immanuel, who had been
carrying him around
wherever he needed to
go these past three years
- for academic as well as
the extra-curricular
activities - without com:.
plaining and expecting
anything in return.
While Vincent is a native

of Kallakurichi,

Immanuel is from
Manapad village in
Thoothukudi  district.
Both friends have been
looked after in the orp-
hanage run by L Som-
asundaram, a Rind phil-
anthropist who has been
the foster father for over
40 such orphans in the
city

"Vincent and Immanuel
are an inspiring team.
Their friendship is unbe-
lievably strong and unde-
manding. And despite
their heavy odds. such as
poverty and the physical
disability in the case of
Vincent, the two bovs
with rural Tamil educa-
tion have been consistent-
Iy seoring high in their
academics at college
here”, said Somasunda-

Carried by his

kind roommate
Immanuel, dwarf
S Vincent is all
smiles as he
receives his medal
and the B.A.

N (History) degree
from chief guest
Prof C. Raj Kumar,
Founding Vice-
Chancellor, 0 P
Jindal Global
University. =DC
ram, while heaping high
praise upon Loyola for
"taking such kind care of
the poor boys".

Immanuel is now doing
his second vear Masters
in Commerce at Lovola
while Vincent is in the
first vear M.A (History).
"I will do M.Phil and
B.Ed. I will be a teacher”,
said Vincent with awe-
some confidence.

As for Immanuel, he
wants to do C.A.. but is
worried about funds,

"I have been a good stu-
dent throughout and I am
confident I can clear C.A.,
but I need financial sup-
port for this", says the
young man. Should
any kind soul want to
respond to that stretching
hand, his phone number
is 7904773713,
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The most important goal
in all institution-build-
ing efforts should be "to
inspire, encourage and
enable our students not
only to graduate into su-
ceessful careers but also
to consistently strive to
make a positive differ-
ence in the societies aro-
und them", said Vice-Ch-
ancellor Prof C Raj Kum-
ar of the Q. P Jindal Gl-
obal University

"This has been Lovola's
mission since its incep-
tion. The secular nature
of Loyola and other sim-
ilar institutions is the
bulwark in these times
when there are growing

f-::rr-:res in this cﬂuntn'
and around the world th-
at threaten the basic sta-
nces and accomplishme-
nts of the pluralistic val-
ues that are essential to
bring together diverse
communities in social
and political union®, he
said delivering his con-
vocation address at the
91st Graduation Day at
Loyvola College here on
Friday.

Complimenting Loyola

. graduates
uyt at the 91st

¢ Graduation

! Day in the

Loyola

open-air

. auditorium.

for its "l-::-ng history of
sustaining inclusivity
and diversity within its
institutional communi-
ty", Prof Raj Kumar said
in the Indian context, it
is "particularly crucial
that higher education in-
stitutions enable all indi-
viduals to gain the op-
portunities and resou-
rces necessary to partici-
pate fully in social, polit-
ical, cultural and eco-
nomic life",

students, including 34
differently-abled  stu-
dents and 37 M.Phil can-
didates received their de-
gree at the ceremony
Among them were 64 pr-
ize winners, including a
dwarf, Vincent, who won
a medal for all-round me-
ritorious performance
while receiving his deg-
ree in history

Loyola Rector Fr A M
Javapathy Francis. sec-
retary Rev Dr D Selvan-
avakam and Principal
Rev Dr F Andrew were
among those who add-
ressed the large gather-
ing of the new graduates
and their proud families
in the open air auditori-
um.




